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~Vietr(1@ng§tamp miys

By Joe Brockert discovered ‘in a file at CIA
The US. Central Intelligence headquariers by Liechty while
Agency has refused.to.release _.he worked ‘there,- involved a
or declessify documents that- single .design, *an example of
could clear ‘up ‘the mystery _Which is illustrated herewith.
' surrounding thealleged pmpa—« “:“The -design was -one of five
ganda mrgery ~of - Vjet Cong stamps trom-thefirst issue of
ns % the ‘National-Liberation Front
For near]v a3 year-now,zthe «(NI.F),- PR
‘Philatelic communityhasbeen:~, Dep:cted :on this particular
speculating on tirese .reported : stamp is 2~ helicopier,
Viet Cong forgeries.but there- ‘being shor-dewn by two Viet
is still po evidence that'the CIA - Cong guerrillas:
actuallv forged its own copies” While the: 'stamp served its
of the Viet Cong stamps. More -own propagandapurposes the
likely, it simply used:genuine “CIA allepedly_planned to use
copies of the Viet Cong-the stamp-imselt for a more
adbesjves for its purposes.”  elaborate | propaganda cam-
Regardless, Linn’s attempt- paign. .
ed to ge: at the truth with a  The stamps, according to
Freedoz of Information_Act ‘Liechty, were 10 be affixed 10
_/'reguest to the ClA. The -rele- -inflammatory detters suppos-
van! portions of the CIA’Te- -edly written-by Viet Cong sym-
sponse. from Larry L Straw- " ‘pathizers. These fabricated let-
Germar. iaformation and ’-n- ters would then somehow fai!
xa"\ coordinator. follow: " into the hands ‘of journalists
“I must inform vou that the . mrougkmuf the werid. he says.
--fact of the existence-or nonex-.. "~ “Whether the siamp — forged
“istence of such documents.in .or real —.was used for this
* 'our possession woulgd be classi- purpmezsnotknown .
fied . . . and woulc relate. d:- However, .Liechtv feels cer-
, recidy to information concern- ‘tain the:. ona,:promment dis-
ing intelligence sources -and - -play of this particular Vie:
methods, which the director of ° ‘Cong stamp “was inspired by
Central Imelhgencohacthe re- -the CIA. -~
spoasibility to protect 1rom un- -An enlargement of the stamp
_ authorized disclosure. .. ..%. under a .nagnifying glass

“Therefore, your-request.is appeared on.the cover of Lije .

denied . . . Bv thisaction we - magazine for Feb. 26, 1965.
- gre nextber confirming ner de*” “~That- major propaganda vic-
" nying that the CIA ‘has"such "torv — if indeed it was —
-documents in its possession.”. .
The whole story* begaxLon “Johnson .- administration pub-
March 20, 1982, in 2 Washing- lished its famous “‘white pa-
tor Post article, when former per” outlining the Vietnam sit-
CIA agent C. Philip Liechty uation, which led directly to
charged that the ClA had-fab- . escalated US. mvolvement in
-ricated evidencé 'to support SOumeastA&a.
deeper US. involvement in the " There were othcr aspects of
Vietsam conflict in the early” the alieged CIA involvement in
1960s. Among those fabrica- helping the United States in-
tions, be said, were some Viet crease its role in Vietnam, but
Cong postage stamps. they are not philatelic.
Tnese stamps, reportedly . These included the fabrica-
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at deceiving the press anc

- came just two-days before the
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Were propaganda forgeries of this Viet Cong stamp 'made by

the Central Intelligence Agency? Probably net, but coliectors
may never know for certain.

" His basic premise was that
there wac no-need for the ClA
1o forge this stamp, since genu-
ine examples were abundantlv
available.

He also discussed the use-
and vaiidity of Viet Cong
stamps during and after the
Vietnam conflict.

Isaace’ erticle drew gquite &
response. Most interesting
were the jetters that expressed
suspicion thai Isaacs was actu-
ally a ClA operative attempt-
ing to discredit ex-agent Liech-
tv. For apvone who knows
Isaacs, this suggestion is sim-
plv ludicrous.

tion of “capturing” planted
arms and munilions from the
Viet Cong to shew outside sup-
pori anc¢ other tactics. ali of
whick were reportedly aimec

painting 2 picture of & vast
“communist piot” ~behin¢ the
Viet Cong.

However, collectors wouic
be unwise 10 confuse politics
anc intelligence operations
with the phiiateiic question a:
band. ‘Which is, guite simply.
di¢ the CIA use genuine Vier
Cong stamps for its purposes,
or did it create-its own forger-
ies?

The philatelic implications
were explored briefly in
Linn's shortly after the Post
story (Linn’s.April 18, 1982,
page 3). . N

In late 1982, Linn's contact-
ed Southeast Asian philatelic .
expert Mark lsaacs, whose in-
depth postal history considera-

Finally, Liechtv himsel! con-
tacted Linn's. His own opinion
of the Isaacs article was,
“Frankly, ] think the story is a
sour grapes CIA plant.”

However, Liechty had two
complaints. First was the
headline implication that he
‘had perpetrated a hoax; and

. |
“tion of -Viet” Cong stamps { second was that the data had
appeared - in Linn’s Feb. 7, |
page 22. - g TN T T
Isaacs “expressed doubt CONIINULD

about the CIA forgery, and '
went t6great lengths 10 ex-
plair the history and use of
Viet Cong stamps.
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